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as serious a force in literature as Macaulay at the
War Office. The old classical convention was
imperceptibly extended to include all works of art,
without reference to their conformity to any one
set of principles, and this catholicity of taste
corresponded to the wider area and the deeper
strata of production. The incoming people was
asserting itself; and democracy, finding a voice3
gave vocal expression to types of sentiment and
opinion which art had passed over heretofore.
The village characters of Crabbe ; suffering nature
with which Cowper sympathized; the daisy and
the mouse of Burns ; the legendary heroes revived
by Scott, * the wizard of the North ', these and
others were added to the material of literature;
their thoughts and feelings, their sayings and
doings enriched and enlarged its language, till,
out of the shock to society which the French
Revolution caused, the great writers of the new
century constructed their message to the new age.